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etired 33rd Circuit Judge Edward H.
"Ned" Fenlon, will mark an impor-
tant milestone-his 100th birthday-

in October of this year.
Several northern Michigan communities

will join in the celebration by honoring him
at parades, an antique boat show, a "Buf-
falo Bash," and lunch. The festivities will
begin on August 9, when "Da Judge" Fen-
Ion will be the guest of honor at the Hessel
Antique Boat Show. On August 10, he will
be recognized during several parades on
Howard Street in Petoskey. On September
13, the Cheboygan Chamber of Com-
merce will host a "Buffalo Bash" in his
honor at Romanik's Ranch. On October 3,
a lunch will be held for him at Pappas'
restaurant in Cheboygan.

Although he is probably most known
for his time as a 33rd Circuit Court Judge,

Judge Fenlon's career took many paths
throtighout nearly a century. In the 1910s
and 1920s, he was a boat skipper and
boat mechanic. In the 1930s, he served as
a Representative for the Emmet-Mackinac
District in the Michigan legislature. During
his term he introduced legislation for the
creation of the Mackinac Bridge, Blue
Water Bridge, and the Sault International
Bridge and assisted with the test case to
ban motorized vehicles on Mackinac Is-
land. In the 1940s he worked as Prosecut-
ing Attorney for Mackinac County, and
from 1951-1974 served as the 33rd Cir-
cuit Court Judge for Mackinac, Cheboy-
gan, Emmet, and Charlevoix Counties.

Judge Fenlon is admired by mcny of his
constituents for his compassion as a judge.
However, he jokes that he was not always
"such a good judge of human talent."
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While practicing low with Prentiss Brown
in St. Ignace, Judge Fenlon interviewed
and advised against hiring G. Mennen
Williams, who later went on to become the
governor of Michigan and chief justice of
the Michigan Supreme Court.

Judge Fenton has been a member of nu-
merous organizations, including the Mich-
igan Trial Lawyers Association, the Ameri-
can Bar Association, the Mackinac Island
Yacht Club, the Little Traverse Regional His-
torical Society, and the Crooked Tree Arts
Council. He is also a senior member of the
Notre Dame Alumni Association and is its
oldest alumnus.

Judge Fenlon has one son, two grand-
daughters, and six great-grandchildren.
He still leads an active lifestyle, goes on
regular walks, and plays his banjo three
times a week. He also enjoys' boating,
golf, pool, and bridge.

For more information on his birthday
events, please contact Robert Livo at (23,1)
627-5504 (e-mail: alivo@triton.net) or
Me'ryl Hankey at (231) 347-7216 (e.mail:
goodwood@voyager.net).'

(This' article is based on a biography.,
and r6sum6 submitted by retired 53id Cir-
cuit Judge Robert C. Livo Itwas cmpiled'
by Lauren Nowenstein, a staff writer for,
the Michiga'n Bar .1Journal).,
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